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B«for«  attfttptlns  to  orltioiso  Ooneral  Fiuji*a  •atimto 
of  tho  Ruaalan  Arny  b«atd  upon  tha  adranoa  to»  and  tha  oroaaing  of» 
tha  Yalu«  it  will  ba  wall  to  brlafly  rawlaw  tha  oparationa  oonoamad* 
Thay  will  ba  dlaouaaad  In  greater  datall  by  other  apaakera* 

Tha  Talu  flowa  ganarally  In  a  aouthwaatarly  diraotlon 
aorose  the  base  of  tha  Ibraan  peninau&a  and  anptlaa  into  tha  Yallow 
8aa«  It  foma  part  of  the  boundary  between  Korea  and  lianohuria* 

In  its  lower  reaches  the  rlwer  la  unfordabla  and  offers  a  wary  oon- 
aiderable  obataola  to  any  nilitazy  operation*  Tha  country  is  bro¬ 
ken  and  hilly*  In  1904  the  roads  were  few  in  nunber  and  almost  im¬ 
passable  in  the  springtime*  Any  advanoe  from  tha  south  would  hawe 
to  be  made  paralleling  the  sea  in  order  not  to  be  too  far  away  from 
bases  of  supply*  This,  of  neoessity,  would  bring  the  inrading 
force  to  the  Talu  near  its  mouth* 

In  April,  1904,  Lieutenant  General  Sassulitoh,  in  oobh 
mand  of  the  Russian  Eastern  Dataohiaent,  consisting  at  this  time  of 
about  15,000  .infantry,  5,000  oawalry  and  60  guns,  had  placed  Ifajor 
General  Kasahtallnsky  with  aboub  6,000  infantry,  1,000  oavalry  and 
16  guns  near  the  junction  of  the  Yalu  and  Aiho  riwers  with  Instruo- 
tlons  to  intrench  himself  on  the  north  bemk  of  the  Yalu  near  its 
junction  with  the  Aiho*  The  front  assigned  this  foi*oe  was  about 
twenty-four  (24)  miles* 

General  Kuroki’s  First  Japanese  Amy  had  landed  under  pro- 
teotlon  of  the  fleet  at  seyeral  points  on  the  western  coast  of  Korea, 
the  major  portion:  landing  at  Chinanpo  and  Cheimlpo*  The  landing  was 
oojqpleted  on  the  29th  of  Uaroh  and  oonsisted  of  three  reinforced  div¬ 
isions  -  -  about  40,000  men  with  20  howitsers,  in  addition  to  the 
artillery  of  the  divisions*  The  Japanese  started  their  advance 
northward  towards  the  Yalu,  being  preceded  by  anc' advance  guard  of  one 
brigade  of  infantry  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry* 

The  roads  were  almost  impassable  and  the  army  was  able 
to  advance  only  about  five  miles  a  day*  The  Russians  had  placed  a 


foro«  of  coral ry  south  of  tho  Tolu  but  offered  little#  If  ony#  op«* 
position  to  the  odronoe#  contenting  thenselree  in  keeping  in  touch 
with  the  odronoiag  eneii^  without  aoldng  oi^  serious  effort  to  delay 
it. 

The  problem  of  supply  for  the  Japanese  adranoe  guard  had 
beooiw  so  serious#  owing  to  the  oondition  of  the  roads#  that  its  site 
had  been  naterially  deoreased.  It  dribbled  into  Wiju#  on  the  souih 
bank  of  the  Tolu  between  April  8th  and  13th  and  upon  the  latter  date 
oonsisted  of  two  batteries  of  artillery#  one  regiment  of  oaralry  and 
one  regiment  of  infantry.  For  sereral  days  after  its  oonoentration 

e 

at  Wiju  it  was  out  of  supporting  distanoe  of  its  main  force  and  by 

prompt  action  of  the  part  of  the  Russians  oouM  probably  ha'de  been 

destroyed.  The  Russians  had  oolleoted  the  boats  along  the  Talu  and 

had  them  along  the  north  bank.  They  had  the  msans  of  orossing  in 

foroe  had  they  wlshhd  to  do  so.  Sir  Ian  Hamilton#  British  obserwelF 

has  stated  that  he  questioned  the  Japanese  regarding  their  sending 

this  small  adyanoe  guard  so  far  ahead  of  the  sedn  body.  He  was  in* 

. 

formed  that  it  was  felt  neoessary  to  seoure  the  roads  well  in  adranoe 
of  the  main  body  and  the  ports  along  the  ooast  paralleling  the  main 
roadi  that  they  felt  Russian  inertia  would  prevent  their  attacking 
this  fosroe  before  the  arr  ival  of  the  main  body.  This  estimate  was 
correct  for  the  Russians  made  no  serious  objection  to  its  presence# 
notwithstanding  tho  fact  that  across  tho  Talu  within  oazmon  shot# 
they  had  a  force  of  upwards  of  7#000  —  including  cavalry#  infantry 
and  artillery#  add  within  twenty«four  hours  could  have  trebled  their 
infantry  and  guns.  This  Russian  inactivity  has  temained  a  mystery. 
They  could  have  certainly  delayed  the  Japanese  advance  through  Korea 
and  they  could  undoubtedly  have  destroyed  the  Japanese  advance  guard 
by  prompt  and  vigorous  action.  They  passed  up  this  golden  opportu¬ 
nity  and  were  oonteht  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  entire  Japanese 
foroe#  which  arrived  and  couple  ted  its  oonoentration  in  the  vicinity 
of  Wlju  on  April  20th. 
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The  Japanes  vranted  a  full  ten  days  to  oonplete  their 
(8)  arx^angeiMnte  for  oroeeing*  They  left  nothing  to  ohanoe  in  the  imy 

of  preparations  and  at  the  saae  tine  endeavored  to  Iceep  the  Russian 
force  in  Agnoranoe  of  their  plans*  A  snail  foroe  was  sent  up  the 
river  some  thirty  miles  and  at  the  same  tine  the  Japanese  Navy  aade 
a  demonstration  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yalu  in  the  vioinlty  of  Antung 
(17)  as  far  up  as  small  boats  oould  asoend*  These  measures  seemed  to 

keep  the  Russians  in  uncertainty  as  to  the  probable  place  of  cross¬ 
ing  and  they  tried  to  hold  the  twenty-four  mile  river  line  by  distri¬ 
bution  in  length  but  with  little  depth* 

During  the  period  between  April  20th  and  30th*  the  Japa¬ 
nese  constructed  ten  bridges  over  the  Aiho  and  Yalu*  These  bridges 
(15)  utilized  islands  in  the  rivers  and  varied  in  length  from  33  to  287 

yards  and  required  from  eight  to  forty-five  hours  to  build*  Still 
the  Russians  seemed  uncertain  as  to  where  the  crossing  would  be  at- 
teaq>ted  and  kept  their  foroe  dispersed  along  the  river* 

The  crossing  was  made  on  the  morning  of  May  first  and 
was  successful*  Since  it  will  be  described  in  detail  later  on* 
no  description  of  the  action  idll  be  made  at  this  time* 

You  will  remember  from  Major  Andrus*  tiilk  that  the  Jap- 
(22)  anese  did  not  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  their  eneny*  Let  us  look 

into  some  of  the  action  and  measures  taken  by  the  Russians  for  the 
defense  of  the  river  line* 

The  German  Official  Account  makestthe  following  comment 
upon  the  instructions  sent  to. General  Sassulitoh  from  The  Russian 
Army  Headquarters i  "On  the  one  hand  he  was  certainly  enjoined  not 
to  enter  into  an  unequal  conteai  -  while  on  the  other  the  distinct 
desire  was  expressed  that  he  should  maintain  his  position*  Diroo- 
tions*  orders*  instructions  and  remarks  reached  the  eastern  detach¬ 
ment  from  Army  Headquarters  almost  dai!!^*  This  constant  interfer¬ 
ence  with  the  authority  of  subordinates  which  did  not  hesitate  to  order 
about  individual  battalions*  batteries  and  sections  of  batteries* 


oftuiad  th«  leaders  of  the  Eastern  detaohnsnt  no  longer  to  order  the 
smallest  alterations  on  their  own  initiatiTe^  tut«  by  reason  of 
this  tutelage  always  first  asked  permission  from  Headcpiarters* 

No  wonder  that  in  this  way  the  self  reliance  and  initiatire  of  the 
inferior  grades  as  well  as  of  the  private  soldiers  were  redu^^^  l  to 
a  very  low  level,  espeolally  when,  as  in  the  Russian  Amy,  there  is 

in  itself  little  inolination  to  aot  spontaneously#  This  oould  not 

0 

be  otherwise  than  fatally  felt  throughout  the  oampaign*  It  would 
see  them  General  Piuji*s  estimate  as  to  laok  of  initiative  was  correct 

During  the  six  weeks  prior  to  the  crossing,  while  time 
was  still  available,  only  a  small  amount  of  defensive  work  was  done# 
There  were  some  simple  trenches  at  various  points#  Guns  were  not 
placed  in  concealed  positions#  Idttle  effort  was  made  at  concealment 
Tiger  Hill,  a  high  hill  mass  at  the  junction  of  the  Aiho  and  Talu, 
which  oomnanded  both  baileys  and  was  the  key  to  the  position,  liras  not 
fortified#  It  wac,  in  fact,  abandoned  shortly  after  the  arrival  of 
the  Japanese,  was  afterward  retaken  and  occupied  by  a  small,  force 
which  oonstruotdd  a  few  simple  trenches#  This  force  again  abandoned 
this  key  position  at  the  start  of  the  attack  after  receiving  a  few 
rounds  of  artillezy  fire# 

Although  the  Russian  position  along  the  Talu  was  24  miles 
long,  the  Japanese  attack  occupied  a  front  of  between  six  and  seven 
miles  but  the  Russian  dispositions  were  such  that  only  about  6000 
men  of  a  force  of  upwards  of  20,000  of  the  Eastern  detachment  took 
part  in  the  actual  defense# 

General  Fuiji  had  estimated  that  the  Russian  infantrymen 
were  poor  marksmen  and  depended  largely  upon  ineffective  volley  fire# 
Such  proved  to  be  the  case#  Sir  Ian  Hamilton,  the  British  Observer, 
has  this  to  says  **It  was  not  until  the  Japanese  reached  the  Aiho  that 
the  infantry  joined  in  with  its  fire  and  then  opened  with  volleys# 

The  River  should  have  been  filled  with  dead  and  dying  sixme  the  de¬ 
fenders  had  the  precise  range#  Actually,  however,  little  damage  was 
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done**  • 

General  Pul;}!*  a  eatlnate  contained  the  following  re-* 
narlca  oonoeming  the  Ruealan  aoldler*  *'If  they  meet  with  any  little 
rewerse  they  are  at  onoe  panio  atrloken  and  run  away  In  oonfualon*** 

In  this  reapeot  he  proved  to  be  miatalcen*  After  the  oroealng  the 
Russian  rear  guard  was  drlTen  Into  a  deep  yalley  from 'idiioh  there 
(12)  seemed  no  escape*  To  quite  again  from  Sir  Ian  Hamilton}  **The 

.  Russians  here  refused  to  give  in.  The  bravery  of  this  rear  guard* 
vdio,  by  their  devotion  saved  the  troops  retiring  from  Antung,  will 
remain  a  glorious  memory  to  the  Russian  people  for  no  indldivual 
among  them  seems  to  have  thought  of  surrender.** 

On  the  whole  we  may  conclude  that  General  Fuijl’a  esti-* 
mate  was  essentially  oorreot.  Especially  so  in  regard  to  leadership 
and  the  ineffectiveness  of  infantry  fire  and  that  this  estimate  had 
a  oonslderable  bearing  upon  the  Japanese  action  and  its  success* 
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